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SWITCH expands into a year-long innovation movement with 

monthly initiatives to connect innovation ecosystem players 

Businesses, innovators and investors can expect more innovation, deal-making and 
networking opportunities around the world 

 
 
MR No.: 052/21 

Singapore, Friday, 23 July 2021  

 

1. Enterprise Singapore (ESG) announced that the Singapore Week of Innovation 

and TeCHnology (SWITCH) will expand from a single week-long conference to 

become a year-long innovation movement. Participants can expect a wider range 

of innovation-related activities, with monthly initiatives for businesses, innovators 

and investors to participate in more deal-making, networking and innovation 

opportunities around the world.  

 

2. This innovation movement will be anchored annually by the flagship SWITCH 

conference, which together with the Singapore Fintech Festival (SFF), are two 

marquee events that Singapore will host in a week-long festival from 8 to 12 

November 2021. The festival will feature exciting innovation and technology 

activities for the global innovation community and provide entrepreneurs, 

investors and industry professionals from the innovation and FinTech 

communities with a holistic showcase of innovative solutions, curated content and 

collaborative opportunities through an immersive hybrid experience. 

Sustainability and Climate Change will be a key focus, with both events 

addressing how technology and financial sectors can be enablers and change 

agents for sustainability.  

 

3. SWITCH 2021 will feature a new digital platform that will serve as a single 

touchpoint for innovation partners to convene and conveniently access the year-

long calendar of innovation-related activities. Local and global participants can 

easily connect with other ecosystem partners and innovation opportunities 
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throughout the year. It will kick-off with the SG Innovation Community Day on 4 

Aug 2021, followed by monthly conference seminars on areas such as Biotech, 

Edtech and entrepreneurship, leading up to the annual flagship SWITCH 

conference.  

 

4. In line with Singapore’s vision and development as a regional and global 

innovation hub, the theme of the flagship SWITCH 2021 conference is “Global 

Gateway to Innovation in Asia”, to spotlight ways that Singapore and its 

enterprises can support global businesses, large and small, to access innovation 

opportunities in Asia. These include Sustainability and Climate Change, which 

have become a global priority as nations and businesses race to find innovative 

solutions that can mitigate their environmental impacts as they grow.  

 

5. The main conference comprises different tracks, featuring thought leadership 

sessions, innovation-centric market access sessions, masterclasses for capability 

development, SLINGSHOT competition, as well as exhibition and industry 

roundtable sessions:  

• SWITCH Beyond: Features sharings by industry leaders from diverse sectors 

in must-attend innovation and technology sessions.  

• SWITCH Global: Gathers business and market leaders with presence and 

networks in over 40 cities for discussions on different market trends and 

expansion opportunities.  

• SLINGSHOT: Asia's largest deep tech startup pitching competition that 

provides startups with an international platform to profile themselves to 

corporates, industry veterans and investors. This year, more than S$1.1 

million worth of prizes are up for grabs.  

 

6. Mr Edwin Chow, Assistant Chief Executive Officer (Innovation & Enterprise), 

Enterprise Singapore, said, “Many of the pressing challenges today, such as the 

global pandemic and climate change, have opened up opportunities for business 

innovation. As Asia becomes the global centre of technological innovation, we 

believe Singapore can be the partner of choice for global businesses to access 

these opportunities in the region. SWITCH 2021 will see new ideas discussed and 

innovation partnerships formed between corporates, startups and universities in 

the region.”  
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7. For more information, please visit www.switchsg.org for the latest updates on 

activities under the SWITCH 2021. 

  

-End- 

 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
 
Jessie Ng   
Senior Business Partner 
Corporate Communications 
M: +65 8318 2578 
E: jessie_ng@enterprisesg.gov.sg  
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
   
About Enterprise Singapore  
 
Enterprise Singapore (ESG) is the government agency championing enterprise 
development. We work with committed companies to build capabilities, innovate and 
internationalise.  
 
We also support the growth of Singapore as a hub for global trading and startups, and 
build trust in Singapore’s products and services through quality and standards.  
 
Visit www.enterprisesg.gov.sg for more information. 
 

About SWITCH 

 

Singapore will host a week-long festival, featuring two marquee events for the global 
innovation community from 8 to 12 November 2021 – the Singapore Week of Innovation 
and TeCHnology (SWITCH) and Singapore FinTech Festival (SFF).   
 
SWITCH brings together leaders, entrepreneurs, creators, accelerators and investors 
from the Global-Asia innovation ecosystem. Through the open exchange of new ideas, 
vibrant networks and line-up of innovation-centric activities, SWITCH provides a global 
platform to catalyse collaboration that bring a meaningful exchange across different 
fields and markets. The focus industries include healthcare & biomedical sciences, 
smart cities & urban solutions, trade & connectivity, and emerging sustainable 
technologies. 
 
In its sixth edition, SWITCH 2021 will feature various innovation and partner 
programmes culminating in an exciting hybrid festival featuring conferences, the 
SLINGSHOT Startup Pitching Finals, showcases, roundtables as well as global partner 
and networking activities. In 2020, SWITCH saw over 15,000 participants from 42 cities 
across 31 markets, with more than 600 international thought leaders at over 200 
conference and masterclass sessions. Together with the Singapore FinTech Festival 
(SFF), SWITCH will be part of the annual SFF x SWITCH event in November 2021. 
SWITCH is organised by Enterprise Singapore (ESG) and supported by National 
Research Foundation (NRF). 
 
Find out more about SWITCH, Asia’s leading tech festival, and SFF, the largest and 

most impactful gathering of FinTech professionals in the world, at www.switchsg.org 

and www.fintechfestival.sg. 
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